RECOLLECTIONS AND REFLECTIONS
The effect of this feat on the learned assembly was indescribable : they cheered, they shouted, they waved their napkins; some of them even stood on their chairs to do so more effectively. It was for all the world j ust like a * *bump supper " after the boat-races in Cambridge.
There were several speeches, but these could not be called " after-dinner speeches ", for there was one between each course. They were much more serious affairs than those in England. The speaker left his place and walked to a pulpit: when he had got into this, he took out a manuscript from his pocket and read steadily for about a quarter of an hour. Then he went back to his place at table and the next course was served. The only German I can remember who made a speech and did not read a lecture was the great classical scholar, Professor Wilamowitz-Mollendorff. Professor Mahaffy of Dublin, who replied for the British delegates, made a humorous speech in German and seemed to enjoy making it. One of my neighbours at dinner said with great surprise, " Why, he is laughing at his own jokes ".
The result of these speeches was that, though we had commenced dinner at 3 o'clock, we had not finished it when we had to leave to attend a performance of Figaro at the Opera at 8, and this, which went on until n, closed a very strenuous day.
On the next day there was a lecture in the morning and a garden party in the afternoon. We also saw a great number of Zeppelins, which were parked in a large field. Few of us, I think, had any idea that Germany had so many.
In the evening the students had a " Commers ", which seems to have been somewhat uproarious.    The supply of beer which was provided was on the scale of, I think, two 204